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“The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence.” It’s a common 
English phrase: Other people’s circumstances are better than mine. What you 
have on your side of the fence is better than I have. What you experience on 
your side is better than my experience. Bottom line, I want to jump the fence 
and have what you have. 
 
Marketing always convinces us of that all the time. You need the latest phone to 
be happy cause your current phone is not really good enough; you need this 
pair of jeans cause the other ones aren’t that great.  
 
You look across the fence at your neighbour and they have a better job than 
you. They have more money coming in and you look at your, or lack of, and 
wish you could be on their side of the fence. 
 
You’re a student and you want to work. You’re working and you wish you were 
retired. You’re retired and you wish you were younger and still working. 
 
In reality, we all know that the other side of the fence isn’t necessarily better. 
It’s different but it has its own good parts and probably its own challenges. But, 
we long to escape our experience, our day‐by‐day challenges and enjoy their 
experience! 
 
That can be true in relationships as well. It’s not hard to dream of life on the 
other side of the fence. If you’re single, you might dream of the married life that 
others are experiencing. If you’re married, you might dream of the single life 
that others are experiencing. Or, you might dream of marriage, with anyone 
but your spouse! 
 
We might see some movie where the passion between the guy and the girl is so 
strong, and they do these crazy things in their heated passion, and you look 
back at your marriage and wish you could jump the fence to experience what 
was on the movie. 
 
The grass is always greener on the other side. 
 

The church at Corinth was facing some similar issues. They were also looking 
at the other side of the fence: Some were slaves to masters and did not know 
any freedom. They saw what their Christian brothers and sisters had. They too 
were Christian but were still slaves, owned by another. They want to rebel and 
jump ship. 
 
Some had come out of Jewish practices and were trying to reverse their 
circumcision (!). Others, non‐Jewish believers were embracing Jewish practices 
and seeking circumcision. Apparently, the grass was greener on the other side.  
 
I’m sure slavery and circumcision aren’t the issues we’re struggling with. But 
we can probably relate to the other things going on . . . 
 
Some were single and wanted to get married. Some in the church were 
discouraging it. They longed to be married and jump to the other side of the 
fence. 
 
Some were married and didn’t want to be. Some in the church were saying that 
their bodies were bad/souls good. So, the bodies should be punished and 
denied any form of bodily pleasure. Therefore, they told everyone to stay clear 
of sex, full stop. So, if you were married, you should get a divorce and jump to 
the other side of the fence, free from such things.  
 
They wrote a letter to the apostle Paul to ask what they should do in all these 
situations – slavery, circumcision, singleness, and marriage. This letter, 1 
Corinthians, is Paul’s reply to their letter. In the first 6 chapters, we’ve seen 
him address issues he has heard of in the church. Now, he replies to the 
questions they have asked him. We’re looking today at chapter 7. 
 
I’m going to start in the middle part of the chapter because it’s where Paul 
establishes a principle that relates to the big issues he is wanting to address – 
namely singleness and marriage. It follows an A‐B‐A pattern: 
  A: currently or previously married (7:1‐16) 

B. Principle established: -"*<#*-#</9#*('=#&%//>#?1'('#</9#*('#+%*0"'5 
(7:17‐24). 

  A: single or never‐before married (7:25‐40) 
 
Let me give you that principle right up front to make it very clear. “Stay as you 
are.” God has placed you here. You’re circumstances aren’t really that 
important when it comes to pleasing God. It’s about how you relate to 
whatever circumstance you are in. At the end of the day, we need to ‘bloom 
where we are planted.’ 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17 Each of you should continue to live in whatever situation the Lord has placed you, and 
remain as you were when God first called you@#A1,-#,-#><#(9%'#B/(#*%%#"1'#C19(C1'-@#

Right there, we see this God‐given principle: continue to live in whatever the 
situation the Lord has placed you. Bloom where you are planted. After all, who 
placed us there? God! Not only did he place you there, he “called” you there. 
You are on assignment right where you are. God has his hand on you in 
whatever situation you are. Paul gives some illustrations: 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Jewish men got the cut. But, some wanted to become uncircumcised. After all, it 
was social custom for guys to meet in the Roman baths with public nakedness. 
Even the original Olympics had athletes competing naked. This meant that the 
guys who had been circumcised were seen as such. So, they wanted to jump the 
fence and go through a procedure to become uncircumcised. 

$05#"1'#>*0#?1/#?*-#90C,(C9>C,-'5#?1'0#1'#&'C*>'#*#&'%,'3'(#-1/9%5#0/"#&'#C,(C9>C,-'5#0/?@#

Others wanted to embrace Jewish practices. ‘They’re deeper. Let’s stand out. 
Let’s get the cut.’  

#19#D/(#,"#>*F'-#0/#5,BB'('0C'#?1'"1'(#/(#0/"#*#>*0#1*-#&''0#C,(C9>C,-'5@#A1'#,>+/("*0"#"1,0G#,-#"/#
F''+#H/5I-#C/>>*05>'0"-@#

Though God had commanded circumcision in the OT that was for the Jewish 
people at a particular time in history and was no more. The important thing is 
to stay focused on what God commands now – around issues of character and 
Christian practice.  

Then, he reinforces this principle: 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Bloom where you are planted! He gives another illustration: 
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Paul does not come out and say slavery is wrong. He, like Jesus, is more 
concerned with developing a countercultural community who did not directly 
challenge the state but modelled better lifestyles for a watching world from the 
places they already were.  
 
Think about this aspect of slavery. It’s not easy. Some of these people were 
beaten. There is no union to go to like we have today. They have no rights 
under the law. The only thing left for them would be to break the law, rebel and 
run. God’s Word says ‘stay. God has called you here. God has placed you in this 
situation. So, you are on assignment – even as a slave.’ 
 
Now, he does add “L &9"#,B#</9#G'"#*#C1*0C'#"/#&'#B(''E#"*F'#,"@U#In other words, 
‘freedom is obviously good. But, don’t break the law doing so. Rather, be 
content. Realise God has placed you there so be a Christian in that 
environment.  
 
We can throw lots of situations we come across up there. Housing challenges. 
Work issues. Schooling frustrations. We’re in a different culture with unions 
and legal rights. It’s fine to use those avenues. But, God calls us for contentment 
in any situation we are in. Not to dream about life on the other side of the 
fence. We have this belief that God has called us here. He has placed us where 
we are – wherever we are. We’re not there by accident. What is most important 
is how we are living and responding to God in any circumstance we are in. We 
are never able to say, “I can’t obey God here.  . . I can’t be content here.’  
 
Now, some fields are much easier to grow in. Right? None of this means it easy, 
but we have this belief that God is ultimately in control of what happens in our 
lives. He is less concerned with our circumstance as he is with our relationship 
with him. Scripture teaches that if you are a follower of Jesus, you won’t be 
placed in a position that you can’t handle or an assignment that you can’t fulfil.  
So, there is a promise that you can handle it. When you want to jump the fence 
and are unable to, you need to bloom where you are. After all, if we can’t bloom 
here, we can’t bloom there. Issues will come up over there as well! 
 
++.%F16%G18:05H%%
 
If you’re reading the chapter from the beginning, these verses we’ve looked at 
stand out cause they seem so disconnected to what is on either side. 
  A: currently or previously married (7:1‐16) 

B. Principle established: -"*<#*-#</9#*('=#&%//>#?1'('#</9#*('#+%*0"'5 (7:17‐24). 
  A: single or never‐before married (7:25‐40) 
But, Paul is establishing a principle that relates to marriage and singleness.  So, 
let’s go back and relate this to the topic of marriage. 
 



If you were here last week, you heard some of the issues going on here. 
Basically, some people in the church were saying ‘avoid sex, even within 
marriage. It’s bad. It’s yucky. After all, one day in eternity we won’t be married. 
So, you should practice that state now.’ So, they have written to Paul to ask 
whether it’s okay to have sex within marriage. No doubt, there was a lot of 
suspense for them as they waited for Paul’s reply letter: 
  
3#A1'#19-&*05#-1/9%5#B9%B,%%#1,-#?,B'I-#-'V9*%#0''5-E#*05#"1'#?,B'#-1/9%5#B9%B,%%#1'(#19-&*05I-#
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He says, ‘Yes, sex within marriage – one man, one woman. If you married, ‘don’t 
not have sex. Enjoy passionate intimacy. Knock yourself out.’ I even got 
through the whole message without blushing!! 
 
There’s another question that comes up:%IH4180=%35%H<97%2966J5=KL 
 
Like every question, this has a background to it. Some in the church were 
encouraging Christians to get divorced so that they could be more spiritual. 
‘Being married you have a spouse to worry about and concern yourself with. 
Maybe, we should just get a divorce and be done with it.’ 
 
10#)9"#B/(#"1/-'#?1/#*('#>*((,'5E#Z#1*3'#*#C/>>*05#"1*"#C/>'-#0/"#B(/>#>'E#&9"#B(/>#"1'#4/(5@#[ie 
Jesus spoke about this, we have what he said in the gospels already so I’ll just tell you what he 
said!] $#?,B'#>9-"#0/"#%'*3'#1'(#19-&*05@#11#)9"#,B#-1'#5/'-#%'*3'#1,>E#%'"#1'(#('>*,0#-,0G%'#/(#'%-'#
&'#('C/0C,%'5#"/#1,>@#$05#"1'#19-&*05#>9-"#0/"#%'*3'#1,-#?,B'@#
 
Paul refers back to what Jesus said. He was questioned by the religious leaders 
*&/9"#,"P#
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God made one man and one woman, and they were joined together in 
marriage, so that there are no longer two but one. Apparently, one plus one can 
equal one when it comes to the law of marriage. There is this glue that is meant 

to unite a husband and wife together. Therefore, Jesus says, “what God has 
joined together, let man not separate.”  
 
Currently, one in every three marriages in NZ are remarriages for at least one 
partner. Also, one in every three marriages in NZ ends in divorce. That doesn’t 
mean that the other two thirds who stay married do not or have not thought 
about it. Neither does it mean that these other two‐thirds are free of conflict 
and problems that are true in all marriages that often might lead to divorce in 
the future. That’s true in both non‐Christian and Christian households.  
 
Since we have divorce, it’s easy to bail on marriage. We meet someone and the 
dream starts to come together. We get married and celebrate the first month 
and the six‐ month anniversary. There’s something new and exciting that we 
enjoy. But eventually we begin longing for a new experience. We see that the 
grass is greener elsewhere. We drive by the relationship car lot and consider 
what a trade‐in might cost. We thirst for a new tang to quench our desire. We 
consider what a new marriage, at least a relationship different to the one I have 
now, might be like. We bail. 
 
But, as one Christian speaker said, ] !*((,*G'#,-#0/"#*-#%/0G#*-#%/3'#-1*%%#%*-"#&9"#
*-#%/0G#*-#%,B'#-1*%%#%*-"@#Z"#,-#*#+(/>,-'#G,3'0#*05#*#+(/>,-'#('C',3'5@#c900,0G#/9"#
/B#(/>*0C'#+(/3,5'-#0/#('*-/0#B/(#(900,0G#/9"#/B#>*((,*G'@U ‐ Haddon Robinson. 
 
Things get tough. But, that’s never a reason to bail. Scripture calls us to do 
everything in our power to hang in there, to keep trying, because there is too 
much at stake here. 
 
After all, we read elsewhere that marriage is an illustration of the relationship 
with Christ and the church. When a couple works out the difficulties and hangs 
in there, it reminds us that God hangs in there with us. God doesn’t bail on us 
when we are stubborn and not responding to his love. He doesn’t give up and 
pull out of the relationship. No, He is there through it all, wooing us back to 
himself. 
 
Yes, the bible makes some allowances for divorce to occur in certain situations 
– we’ll see one of those in a moment. But, it is never the first choice. It’s never 
good. It’s only permissible because a spouse has actively broken the marriage 
vow through something walking out or through sexual immorality. Otherwise, 
we read, 39#]$#?,B'#,-#&/905#"/#1'(#19-&*05#*-#%/0G#*-#1'#%,3'-@#]   
 
Biblically, marriage and love are for the tough‐minded. When things get tough, 
couples are to sort out their difficulties in the light of Scripture. They are to 
hang in there, improving their relationship, working away at it, precisely 



because they have vowed before God and society at large to live together and 
love each other for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, till death do us part. 
 
You don’t have the right to jump the fence when things get hard. You hang in 
there. You bloom where you are planted in the belief that God has brought you 
together. 
 
If you’re in a marriage where you’re struggling, get some help. It is normal for 
every marriage to experience that. It’s not something to be embarrassed about. 
It might also be that you don’t want your marriage to work out because you 
want to step into greener pastures. But, Scripture gives hope that your 
marriage can be a positive enjoyable experience when you both come around 
the teaching of Scripture. We have some marriage coaches in our church that 
would love to help. Or, if you are looking for counseling, we can refer you as 
well. Just contact Judy or myself. 
 
All this raised another question for the Corinthian churchM%I349<%JN%35L65%
2966J5=%<1%9%;1;BG46JH<J9;K What if my spouse doesn’t share the same faith 
as me? What then? Will his or her life contaminate me negatively? Maybe I 
should bail? And, what about the kids?’ You can see how this would be a 
problem. Some of them have become Christians and their spouse hasn’t 
embraced faith. 
 
Paul addresses the issue in verse 10. 
#
12#S/?E#Z#?,%%#-+'*F#"/#"1'#('-"#/B#</9E#"1/9G1#Z#5/#0/"#1*3'#*#5,('C"#C/>>*05#B(/>#"1'#4/(5@ 
 
What Paul is saying there is that Jesus did not speak about this problem. It’s a 
new problem. Before, when he said, ‘I have a command that comes not from 
me, but from the Lord, he was saying that Jesus spoke about it and gives us 
what Jesus said. Here, though, we don’t have any words from Jesus. So, Paul is 
giving his answer – but that answer is under divine inspiration and part of 
God’s Word. It’s not just his thoughts that don’t count for anything. He is 
conscious that he is now giving new instructions. 
 
ZB#*#M1(,-",*0#>*0#1*-#*#?,B'#?1/#,-#0/"#*#&'%,'3'(#*05#-1'#,-#?,%%,0G#"/#C/0",09'#%,3,0G#?,"1#1,>E#1'#
>9-"#0/"#%'*3'#1'(@#13#$05#,B#*#M1(,-",*0#?/>*0#1*-#*#19-&*05#?1/#,-#0/"#*#&'%,'3'(#*05#1'#,-#
?,%%,0G#"/#C/0",09'#%,3,0G#?,"1#1'(E#-1'#>9-"#0/"#%'*3'#1,>@ 
 
So, if that’s the case, you stay. Bloom away! What about the whole 
contamination thing? 
14#D/(#"1'#M1(,-",*0#?,B'#&(,0G-#1/%,0'--#"/#1'(#>*((,*G'E#*05#"1'#M1(,-",*0#19-&*05#&(,0G-#1/%,0'--#
"/#1,-#>*((,*G'@#d"1'(?,-'E#</9(#C1,%5('0#?/9%5#0/"#&'#1/%<E#&9"#0/?#"1'<#*('#1/%<@# 

 
So, it’s not the Christian who has to be negatively affected. Rather, the Christian 
spouse positively affects/contaminates the non‐Christian spouse.  What’s 
more, this influence can also positively affect the kids. He’s not talking about 
the spouse or kids being saved automatically. He’s talking about positive 
influence. 
#15#R)9"#,B#"1'#19-&*05#/(#?,B'#?1/#,-0I"#*#&'%,'3'(#,0-,-"-#/0#%'*3,0GE#%'"#"1'>#G/@#Z0#-9C1#C*-'-#"1'#
M1(,-",*0#19-&*05#/(#?,B'#,-#0/#%/0G'(#&/905#"/#"1'#/"1'(E#B/(#H/5#1*-#C*%%'5#</9#"/#%,3'#,0#
+'* C'@T#16#2/0I"#</9#?,3'-#('*%,e'#"1*"#</9(#19-&*05-#>,G1"#&'#-*3'5#&'C*9-'#/B#</9K#$05#5/0I"#</9#
19-&*05-#('*%,e'#"1*"#</9(#?,3'-#>,G1"#&'#-*3'5#&'C*9-'#/B#</9K#
 
But, if the non‐Christian spouse wants out because of your Christian faith, then 
you’re free to let them go and move on. Your non‐Christian spouse has decided 
to actively break the marriage vow by stepping out.  
 
Since Paul raises this topic of a Christian spouse married to a non‐Christian, I 
thought it would be good for us to pause and reflect on some of the challenges 
that people within our church face in these situations. We have 19‐20 people in 
our church, that I’m aware of, that are married to a spouse that is not a 
Christian. I emailed a few of them this week to ask them a couple of questions. 
The first question was: ^1*"#*('#-/>'#C1*%%'0G'-#</9#'V+'(,'0C'#>*((,'5#"/#
-/>'/0'#?1/#5/'-#0/"#-1*('#"1'#-*>'#B*,"1#* -#</9K#

Here are the five most common themes that came back: 

1. Walking though the doors of church every Sunday by myself.  
 

]Z#G9'--#"1'#G('*"'-"#,--9'#,-#"1'#%/0'%,0'--#@#@#@,"#,-#a9-"#+%*,0#%/0'%<E#?''F#,0#*05#
?''F#/9"E#-,"",0G#&<#</9(#-'%B@U#
#
]Z#?/9%5#%/3'#"/#-,"#?,"1#><#19-&*05#%,F'#/"1'(#C/9+%'-#*05#&'#*#B*>,%<#*"#C19(C1f #N3'0#
1*3,0G#-/>'/0'#'%-'#"/#"*F'#"1'#F,5-#"/#[905*<#-C1//%#?/9%5#>*F'#C19(C1#'*-,'(@##Z#('*%%<#
B,05#,"#5,BB,C9%"#*B"'(#C19(C1#1*-#B,0,-1'5#*05#Z#1*3'#"/#+,CF#9+#B(/>#C(gC1'#"/#C/>'#&*CF#
,0"/#"1'#C19(C1#*05#-/C,*%,e'@#ZB#><#+*("0'(#?*-#*%('*5<#"1'('#1*3,0G#*#C/BB''#*05#C1*"",0G#
,"#?/9%5#&'#-/#>9C1#-,>+%'(#"/#-%,+#&*CF#,0#*05#-/C,*%,e'@##)9"#?1'0#</9#1*3'#"/#5'*%#?,"1#
F,5-#*05#&'#"1'#/0'#"/#-"*("#*#C/03'(-*",/0#?,"1#-/>'/0'#,"#*%%#-''>-#"/#1*(5#*05#'*-,'(#"/#
G/#1/>'@U##
 
2. Praying together 
#
]Z#?/9%5#%/3'#"/#+(*<#?,"1#1,>@U#
#
]#ZB#1'#/(#?'#*('#B*C,0G#*0<#+(/&%'>-#/(#5,BB,C9%"#-,"9*",/0-#Z#C*0#+(*<#*&/9"#,"E#



&9"#1'#a9-"#-"(9GG%'-#?,"1#,"#1,>-'%B#/(#?,"1#>'@U#
#
3. Raising a Christian family. 
#
]^'#1*3'#5,BB'('0"#,5'*-#*&/9"#?1*"#,-#dh#B/(#"1'#F,5-#'@G@#Ai#+(/G(*>>'-E#
5(,0F,0GE#-'V#&'B/('#>*((,*G'E#C/1*&,"*",/0#'"CU#
#
]Z#('*%%<#?/((<#*&/9"#1/?#"/#(*,-'#><#C1,%5('0#"/#&'#G/5%<#*05#B/%%/?#"1'#
"'*C1,0G-#/B#"1'#&,&%'@##

4. Being an example of Christian behavior to my spouse.  
 
It was common to hear about a sense of [false] guilt that each of them was not 
doing enough to model Christian behaviour – after all, they hadn’t come to 
Christ yet. They wondered if it was somehow their fault. 
 
]d3'(#"1'#<'*(j-#Z#1*3'#C*((,'5#*#19G'#G9,%"#"1*"#"1'('#>9-"#&'#-/>'"1,0G#?(/0G#
?,"1#><#?*%F#?,"1#M1(,-"#&'C*9-'#`kI#1*-0j"#&''0#*""(*C"'5#"/#'V+%/('#
M1(,-",*0,"<@@@@"1*"#Z#?*-#-/>'1/?#('-+/0-,&%'#B/(#1,>#0/"#&',0G#*#B/%%/?'(#/B#
.'-9- f U#
 
5. Finding a place in the church community.  
 
]6(/&*&%<#><#&,GG'-"#+'(-/0*%#C1*%%'0G'#,-#B,05,0G#><#+%*C'#,0#><#C19(C1#C/>>90,"<@##Z#
"1,0F#/B"'0#"1*"#*#?/>*0#R/(#>*0T#?1/#,-#>*((,'5#"/#*#0/0OM1(,-",*0#,-#-''0#*-#*#-,0G%'#,0#
"1'#C19(C1#C/>>90,"<@##)9"#?'#5/0I"#B,"#,0#?,"1#"1,-#G(/9+#',"1'(@##^'#5/0I"#0'C'--*(,%<#
?*0"#"/#&'#G(/9+'5#"/G'"1'(#,0#"1'#]M1(,-",*0-#?,"1#0/0OM1(,-",*0#+*("0'(-#G(/9+U#',"1'(#W#
%,F'##*#1'%+#G(/9+#/(#-/>'"1,0G#?'#>9-"#-''F#B/(G,3'0'--#B/(@##Z#('*%%<#5,-%,F'#"1*"#-,%'0C'#/(#
90C/>B/("*&%'#B''%#"1*"#-/>'",>'-#1*++'0-#?1'0#</9#"'%%#-/>'/0'#B/(#"1'#B,(-"#",>'#"1*"#
</9(#19-&*05#5/'-0I"#*""'05#C19(C1@##ZB#Z#C*0#5'*%#?,"1#,"E#-/#C*0#</9lU#
 
I also asked them what we could do as a church to help them. Here’s 4 common 
answers received: 

^1*"#C*0#?'#5/#*-#*#C19(C1#"/#1'%+#</9#,0#"1,-K 

1. Be [good] natural.#
])'#F,05#"/#1,>#?1'0#'3'(#1'#5/'-#-1/?#9+E#-/#1'#5/'-0j"#B''%#+9-1'5#&9"#B''%-#
?'%C/>'@U#
#
2. Ask about our spouses. 

]A('*"#+'/+%'#?,"1#0/0OM1(,-",*0#+*("0'(-#*-#,B#"1'<#*('#+*("#/B#*#C/9+%'#0/"#*-#-,0G%'-@##$-F#
*&/9" #/9(#19-&*05-=#"*F'#,0"'('-"#,0#?1*"#?'#5/#*-#*#C/9+%'#/(#B*>,%<@U#
 
3. Invite us as a couple/family to events.  
]Z03,"'#9-#*-#C/9+%'-#/(#*#B*>,%<#"/#'3'0"-@#6%'*-'#5/0I"#B''%#%,F'#,"#?,%%#&'#90C/>B/("*&%'@#
^'I%%#"'%%#</9#,B#/9(#+*("0'(#?/9%50I"#?*0"#"/#*""'05E#5/0I"#>*F'#"1*"#5'C,-,/0#B/(#9-@#[/>'#
+*("0'(-#*('#\9,"'#1*++<#"/#*""'05#-/C,*%#-,"9*",/0-#'3'0#,B#C19(C1#,-0I"#B/(#"1'>@#)<#0/"#
,03,",0G#9-#</9#,-/%*"'#9-#>/('@U#
 
4. Pray for our spouses. 
]Z#G('*"%<#3*%9'#?1'0#+'/+%'#+(*<#B/(#1,-#-*%3*",/0@U#
 
I think there are also some things we can do with the challenges from above – 
1) loneliness; 2) raising family 3) realizing that these non‐Christian spouses 
can still be dynamic husbands/ wives and fathers/mothers.  
 
+++.%F16%*J;O05H%
 
We’ve heard all about his advice for married people – what about those who 
are not married? What about singles? 
 
Can widows remarry? vv. 8­9 
 
[/#Z#-*<#"/#"1/-'#?1/#*('0I"#>*((,'5#*05#"/#?,5/?-L ,"I-#&'""'(#"/#-"*<#90>*((,'5E#a9-"#*-#Z#
*>@#9#)9"#,B#"1'<#C*0I"#C/0"(/%#"1'>-'%3'-E#"1'<#-1/9%5#G/#*1'*5#*05#>*((<@#Z"I-#&'""'(#"/#>*((<#"1*0#
"/#&9(0#?,"1#%9-"@#W#;#M/(#8PmOb#
 
The term ‘those who aren’t married’ is similar to the term ‘widows.’ One is 
masculine and other feminine. So, it makes better sense to see Paul addressing 
male/female widows in these two verses. [Also, the term ‘widower’ (not used) 
was falling into disuse in the first century so the ‘unmarried’ probably refer to 
men whose wives have died.] 
 
The ascetics would have told these people NOT to marry. Paul says, ‘yes, might 
be a good course of action – but not if it leads to sexual immorality.’  
 
Was Paul married? Clearly, he was not married at that time, but that doesn’t 
mean he had never been married. A lot of scholars argue that its probably that 
Paul had, at one time been married.  History tells us that a member of the 
Sanhedrin was required to be married. While we’re not sure if Paul had ever 
been a member of the Sanhedrin, we know that he was definitely on the path 
(cf. Gal 1:14). It might be that his wife had died. It’s also possible that his wife 
left him because of his zeal for Christianity. Think about it – Paul had been 
batting against Christianity. Has a radical conversion and goes in to bat for 



Christianity. He throws his honour in society away with it. At the end of the 
day, we just don’t know though. 
 
Should widows remarry? Bloom where you’re planted. Stay as you are – but if 
you really need to marry, fine go ahead. There’s nothing wrong. 
 
They’re sent him another question – IH4180=%;5?56BP5N165%2966J5=%>HJ;O05E%
:51:05%O5<%2966J5=K Or, should they stay single?’ Here’s his answer: 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Stay as you are. If married, stay there. If you’re single, stay there. But, if you 
want to get married, fine – go ahead. There’s nothing wrong with it. But, at the 
same time – Paul is encouraging people to consider singleness –which might 
sound really strange to a lot of us. What’s his rationale?  

He talks about a ‘present crisis,’ and ‘troubles.’ He wants to spare people these 
problems. What problem? What crisis?  

Part of me wants to say, ‘that was then – so this doesn’t apply now. But, we 
know nothing of any trouble in AD 50. Corinth was as prosperous then as any 
other period in ancient times. Persecution of Christians hadn’t really started. 
It’s most likely that Paul is talking about the return of Christ that can take place 
at any moment. 2000 years later, we’re still waiting – but it is imminent – can 
happen at any moment.  
 
Part of me wants to say, ‘that was then – and things are different’ – but the 
same rationale that Paul gave then is certainly still true today. The decisive 
event of history has already taken place in the ministry, death, resurrection 
and ascension of Christ. So, the rest is mere epilogue. We’re just waiting. Could 
be short or long. There is meant to be some urgency to the task of mission. It’s 
like the bumper slogan: `.'-9-#,-#C/>,0G@#4//F#&9-<@’ 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When I was single, I had a lot more time on my hands. Weekends were often, 
for me, devoted to youth ministry and studying for messages. I used to work 
full time in a real job, and in my spare time lead a youth group, preach every 
month somewhere, worship lead every 2‐3 weeks, and help out at kids holiday 
camps. When I got married, a whole bunch of that had to stop. Then kids came 
along, and time gets harder. I have to be careful what extra things I take on. 
 
Paul is speaking to singles and saying, ‘before you look at getting married, 
consider some of the opportunities that you have.’ Singleness can provide focus 
that married couples don’t have.  
 
Now, it’s also true, in our context today, that marriage and children provide 
opportunities for the gospel that I probably would not have had if I was single 
– connecting with other couples, meeting about‐to‐be parents at antenatal 
courses… Personally, I am better off married. Robyn complements me. If you 
think I am weird now, you should have met me before I was married. I was a 
strange guy. Personally, I don’t think I could handle this role as Lead Pastor 
without Robyn’s involvement in my life.  

What if you’re engaged and deciding whether you should or shouldn’t get 
married? Paul continues on another question – IH4180=%5;O9O5=%Q18:05H%O1%
9459=%3J<4%<45J6%35==J;OKL%You can probably guess what Paul wills say: 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You’re free to do what you want. But, whatever you choose, consider how it 
affects mission.  

Scripture honours the role of singleness. If you’re single, it’s alright to be single. 
I realize that a lot of single people might not want to be single. Just like some 
married people don’t want to be married. But, bloom where you are planted. 
Don’t keep looking over the fence, thinking, ‘when/if I’m married, then . .  .” It 
doesn’t mean that you can’t get married. But, consider the opportunities that 
singleness brings to you now. Step into those. Seize them.  



Let me say a few things about singleness: 
1. A person does not need to be married in order to be a mature person. 

 
After all, Jesus, the most fully human person who ever lived, was not married. 
Please never give the impression to single people that they are a step away 
from real maturity. 
 
Some singles feel like they get stuck at the table with the kids while the 
married adults get to eat at the main dining table. As a church, I want us to 
have an odd number of seats at our dining tables when there are guests around 
and ensure that single people are part of that same table. 
 

2. It’s fine, even good, to choose to be single.  
Jesus said, 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Marriage as we know it in this age, is not the final destiny of any human. The 
Bible encourages celibacy because it gives extraordinary opportunity for 
single‐minded investment in the ministry of Christ. 
 

3. The church is for everybody of all ages, cultures and relationship 
stages.  

 
Sadly, tt can be hard to be single in the church. Some people use the term 
‘family church.’ It’s fine to talk about a church reaching out to families, or the 
church as one large family. But, often terms of ‘family service’ cause single 
people to feel excluded. We don’t want to convey that. We want all people to 
feel incredibly welcome in this place. 
 
We often think the norm is married couple with kids. But, married couples with 
kids might be just 25% of the population.  
 
Doesn’t matter what you do or who you are. The main thing is Jesus. Whether 
you’re married or single, Jew or Gentile, rich or poor, manual labourer or 
academic, old or young, male or female, Asian or African or European, with 
children or without, introvert or extravert – we all have one thing in common. 
It’s Jesus. Jesus is what unites us. 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At the heart of the gospel, we are first and foremost siblings. Even before 
marriage. 
 
Since the passage mentions singleness, I thought it would be good to hear from 
a couple of single people this morning. 
 

1. What is the biggest challenge you face as a single 
person? 

2. How can the church best support and help you? 
3. What opportunities do you experience as a single 

person? 
 
INTERVIEW: Val Sinclair and Marian West (10:30) 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It’s so easy to look over the fence and think things are better on the other side. 
‘The grass is always greener on the other side.” Other people’s circumstances 
are better than mine. What you experience on your side is better than my 
experience. Bottom line, we want to jump the fence and have what you have. 
 
That can be true in relationships as well. It’s not hard to dream that you’re on 
the other side of the fence. If you’re single, you might dream of the married life 
that others are experiencing. If you’re married, you might dream of the single 
life that others are experiencing. Or, you might dream of a different marriage, 
with someone but your spouse! 
 
But even when fields are greener elsewhere ­ Bloom where you are planted@#
 
#


